Delph Community Association Executive Committee
Minutes of the meeting held on 4th March 2019
Present: Keith Begley (KB), Graham Griffiths (GG), Phillida Shipp (PS), Geoff Bayley (GB), Pat Howard (PH), Brian Haw (BH), Gill Clarke (GC), Mike Clegg (MC), Janet Curwell (JKC), Sue Lund (SL) 

Apologies: 

Minutes of the Committee Meeting held on 4th February 2019 were accepted as correct
Matters arising:
Agenda
1. Treasurers Report  (MC)
The balances are:
Current Account                £	  1,159.67 
Reserve Account               £	25,970.88
Cash			       £          00.00
Total    		       £	27,130.55
£5000 has been received from OMBC for the library. This will go to cover the refurbishment of the store room.
It was proposed and agreed that DCA should give St Thomas’s Church £600 as a contribution to the building/ refurbishment fund.
2. Report from Parish Council (GB) 
The revised Greater Manchester Spatial Framework Plan was displayed in Greenfield in February. Saddleworth is to have an addition to the Green Belt. Firstly the land between Stoneswood Farm and the residential development and also some land behind Wall Hill Road. Some concerns have been raised about the Fletchers Mill development from environmental aspect.
Lorry watch update. This is still awaiting the change in signage. Training will be given to volunteers so they can report vehicles not complying with the regulations
3. Saddleworth Neighbourhood Plan (SNP)(GB)
Awaiting a decision on the Greater Manchester Plan
4. Report from Communities Meeting (GG)
No further meetings
5. Chapel Gardens update (KB)(PH)
Planting of bulbs now complete. Next project is to make some compost bins adjacent to the car park. Concern that the dead tree has still not been felled. KB to chase. All shrubs ordered have been planted and most seem to be beginning to show signs of life. Some tidying is required a resident of Delph has offered to help in the garden while he is not at work for a couple of months. Many of the gravestones are badly affected with algae and moss and as such are unreadable. JKC offered to treat with an environmentally friendly product, Wet and Forget, to try to rectify this.
Concern raised about the condition of some of the stones which seem to be leaning at various angles. They were declared safe by an expert but about 10 years ago. KB to ask the Saddleworth Trust, who own the deeds to garden, if they will organise a further survey regarding their safety. We may need to use some funds to rectify any problems.
PH has had a further comment from a member of the public expressing their approval of what DCA is doing with the garden.

6. Publicity (PS)
A point has been raised that there is no mention of DCA’s involvement with the library. Some of the volunteers do not realise that it is run by DCA. PS suggested that there should be a physical sign of how we support the library and that we should write an article for Saddleworth Independent outlining what we do. PS to produce a sign for the library.
The Facebook Session did not happen due to poor communication. JKC to contact Emily and try to reorganise. (maximum 4 people)
PS suggested a link on our website to the library Twitter account. JKC to action.
7. Delph Library (PS)
There are now 7 additional volunteers for the library. This does involve a lot of work as they will all need inducting and training etc. It was OMBC’s library assistant Deborah’s last day on Feb 15th and a leaving do has been arranged. 
The Friends against Scams event didn’t happen. The library sub committee meeting met on Feb 19th. The issue previously mentioned re DCA involvement in the library was raised. The refurbishment of the store room is in progress.
8. Fund Raising/Scarecrow Trail (SL)
SL reports there are some additional scarecrows total now 27.
Gill Davis who normally does the one at Pingle Mill is unable to manage this year, so a replacement is needed.GG suggested his wife Gill might be interested or The Quilters.
The theme is Children’s Books as was the first Trail in 2007. The trail will run from 25th May until 16th June. 
9. Village Clean up (JG)(KB)
Next village clean up Saturday 30th March 2019. This will coincide with the annual Spring Clean Event organised by Keep Britain Tidy Campaign. Jo Green to allocate areas for attention to volunteers. If she is not available Keith will do this. JKC to check with Jo re availability and advertise.
JKC to contact other groups in Delph to advertise.
JKC to contact Jo Green re Hanging Baskets
10. Community Explorers Gatherings
Deferred until next meeting
11.  Whit Friday Sports (PS)
We shall organise. We will need a first aider GG to ask at the next meeting of the Satellite Committee as they have just trained a number of people. JKC to contact the churchs and school/PTA to see if we can get any further volunteers.
12. AOB
PH A Garden party with a cream tea and garden games is planned for 22nd or 29th June. GG to ask Delph Youth Band if can play. Depending on the weather it will be in the Methodists Hall or the garden.
[bookmark: _GoBack]GC Reported that all Saddleworth Benches are under the care of the Civic Trust
KB Christine Wilson Community Development Officer has been working on ‘A Saddleworth and Lees Activity Guide’. KB gave out copies of the index and asked committee members to make a list of all the groups that they know of and let him know.

Date and time of next Meetings

DCA General Meeting Tuesday 9th April 2019 @ 7.45pm bar Lounge Millgate Arts Centre
Executive committee Meeting Monday 6th May 2019 @ 10.30 Delph Library

delph.org.uk/To find out the latest information click on News on the website.
Follow us on our Facebook page 
