Delph Community Association 
Minutes of the General Meeting following the AGM held on 9th October  2017
Present: Phillida Shipp(PS), Gill Clark(GC), Pat Howard(PH), Janet Curwell(JKC), John Mustoe(JM), Keith Begley(KB), Graham Griffiths(GG), Sue Lund(SL),Janet Reid(JR),Lynne Davies Capper(LDC), Alastair Watts(AW), and Jo Green(JG)
Apologies: Mike Clegg(MC),Geoff Bayley(GB), Maurice Reid(MR)
Minutes of the last General Meeting on 27th September 2016 were accepted as a correct.
Matters arising:
Above and Beyond This award was presented to Ella Wellman at the Senior Citizens tea party on Saturday 23rd September. PS has sent information and photos to Saddleworth Independent and will do the same to Saddleworth Monthly.
PS reported that the award is going to be organised differently in 2018. The scope has been widened to include churches, groups, societies and voluntary organisations as well as individuals, with winners decided by an independent panel of judges. To enter send you choice of winner accompanied by a written citation (350 words) by email to kd_bennett@yahoo.co.uk or write with your name and contact details to A&B Awards, Upperhouse, Oldham Road, Dobcross, Oldham OL3 5RD.
Some concern was expressed that this would overlap with other community awards.
1. Chapel Garden Update (KB)
Information as the Chairs Report. It has been agreed that 2 cherry trees be planted near the wall on the river side of the garden in memory of loved ones. Keith was concerned that standard cherry trees would become overly large and suggested Cheals Weeping Cherry trees at a cost of approximately £60 each + delivery. This was felt to be acceptable.
Jo Green commented that the garden is looking lovely at present.
Pat Howard feels we should keep up the momentum and continue to raise awareness of the Garden and it was agreed to have another tea party next summer possible early June.
2. Website
David Cummins has set up a new website and has agreed to maintain it for us at present. GG suggested that it have links to other community groups websites such as Delph Band.
Please can everyone look at the new site and send any comments to the jcurwell1@gmail.com
Items to be posted on the Website should be agreed by the committee
3. Fund Raising
Santas Grotto This is to coincide with the Delph lights switch on which will be Saturday 2nd December 2-5pm. KB has also booked the Methodist Church hall for the event.
The grotto will be upstairs on the stage and of a simpler design due to limited space. We need to organise volunteers to entertain the children while they are waiting. Drinks and mince pies to be served. Admission £5 per adult. We also need to organise the gifts and some posters.
Keith would be grateful for any baubles and Christmas lights to help decorate the grotto.
Other fund raising event next year include 
8th April 2018 a theatre evening April in Paris
May Scarecrow Trail
Chapel Garden Tea Party. 
4. Delph Library
More volunteers are needed. Jo Green is going to send a request around the parents in Delph School.
The Store room is to be reorganised with new shelving at a probable cost of ~£1500
5. Village Clean Up
A communication from OMBC has stated that all rubbish etc collected must now be in branded bags which they will provide, otherwise they won’t collect them.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sue would like a display of bulbs at the crossroads. It is not certain where bulbs are planted at present. Plan to observe this year, take photos then decide what to do in 2018.
There is some confusion about the signs which now adorn the bank at the crossroads. Need to clarify where signs are permitted.
Comment that the condition of the  path from Hillend Road to St Annes Square poor,  slippy and very dark at night it needs some kerbing o prevent the soil from encroaching on the path.
JKC to ask OMBC to take up their responsibility and sort it.

6. AOB
Gill Clark reports that Phil Asprey has voiced concerns about Delph Bridge. This has occupied much time in the past and OMBC refuse to put up any signs about the right of way. The current road markings are very faint. JKC to request these are re done.

Date and time of next meetings
DCA Executive Committee Meeting:  Monday 6th November  2017 at 10.30am Delph Library
DCA General Meeting: Tuesday 9th January  2018 at 7.45pm Bar Lounge of Millgate Arts Centre

